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The CSUF Disability Support Services office located in Gordon Hall. (Eliza Green / Daily Titan) 


The center acquires only 
0.8% from the Student 
Success Initiative fund. 


DIANA JARRAH 
Staff Writer 


With over fifteen million 
dollars in tuition funds up 
for grabs, Cal State Fullerton 
student leaders have a voice 
over where that money will 
go to support students. 

The Student Success Ini- 
tiative fee was created in 
2014 in an effort to allo- 
cate additional funding to 
programs that students felt 
needed more financial sup- 
port to promote student suc- 
cess — among these include 
funding to extend library 


hours, expand academic ad- 
vising and improve course 
availability. 

This mandatory fee costs 
students just over $200 each 
academic session, and some 
students are not happy about 
where their money is being 
spent. 

A group of students from 
the Disability Support Ser- 
vices office, which serves 
1,800 students at CSUF, say 
their current funding does 
not get the job done. 

Jose Castillo, president 
of Abled Advocators and a 
member of the committee 
that decides where fund- 
ing from the fee will go, 
said he hopes to see the 
allocation expand in the 


upcoming negotiations. 
“T’m trying to make a pe- 
tition where people can sign 
and pretty much we can 
show them that DSS, they 
know about this and they 
want to see some change. It’s 
not just something that’s go- 
ing to be brushed under the 
rug again,” he said. 
Currently, the athletics de- 
partment takes up a large 
sum of resources, pulling 
in over 30% of the funding, 
making it the largest single 
department in the lineup. 
Just under half of that mon- 
ey goes to students, while the 
other half is designated for 
updating athletic facilities. 


SEE FINANCE |3 


COVID cases 
on campus 
reach 22 


The university has 
tracked the count since 
the semester's start. 


CAMERON BLUNT 


MICHAEL QUINTERO 
Staff Writers 


Since the start of the fall se- 
mester, Cal State Fullerton has 
reported 22 positive COVID-19 
cases on campus, including sev- 
en students, 13 employees and 
two vendors or contractors. In 
addition, the university revealed 
that 48 students and 18 em- 
ployees have tested positive off 
campus. Numbers are updated 
weekly on the On-Campus Case 
Count website. 

On Nov. 20, a CSUF athlete on 
the men’s basketball team tested 
positive for COVID-19, which put 
the season opener on hold. Earlier 
this month, Orange County transi- 
tioned into the state’s most restric- 
tive reopening tier amid a surge in 
cases and hospitalizations. As 
of Sunday, the county has re- 
ported 77,819 coronavirus cas- 
es and is averaging about 1,058 
daily, according to the Orange 
County Health Care Agency. 
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Titans lose 
first game 
to Bruins 


Women’s basketball lost 
to UCLA, 98-49, at Pauley 
Pavillion on Friday. 


JORDAN MENDOZA 
Editor 


After the initial game with 
UCLA on Wednesday was 
postponed, the Cal State Ful- 
lerton women’s basketball team 
returned to the court on Friday 
afternoon to play the school’s 
first athletic event since March, 
and fell to the Bruins, 98-49, at 
a fan-less Pauley Pavilion. 

Coming off their first winning 
season since 1990-91, the Titans 
struggled to hold on to the ball, 
as they committed 25 turnovers 
that resulted in 44 UCLA points. 
On the other hand, UCLA, which 
is ranked No. 9 by the Associ- 
ated Press, committed only sev- 
en turnovers while CSUF scored 
only five points off of the team. 
The Bruins led by as much as 53 
points late in the fourth quarter. 
CSUF head coach Jeff Harada 
said that the amount of turnovers 
was partially due to this being the 
team’s first game of the season. 
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Students tour 
the music 
industry 


Preparing the next generation of experts to adapt 


to an ever-changing field. 


Column: 
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Juggling 


classes and kids 
during COVID-19 


| learned resilience and empathy while taking 


care of my children. 


SEE CHILD | 8 


Balancing 
the winter 
basketball slate 


The COVID-19 pandemic has posed challenges for 


the Big West's season. 
; 


t 7 
Wayne Arnold (left) and Tory San Antonio (right) set-up for defense against 
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Cal State Northridge at Titan Gym on Jan. 25. (Omar Sanchez / Daily Titan) 


Community shops 


small for a big cause 


Fullerton residents come 
together in support of 
their local museum. 


NATHAN DAVIS 
Staff Writer 


Fullerton residents found 
the opportunity to support the 
Fullerton Museum Center and 
find potential gifts for the holi- 
days during the museum’s Shop 
Small Saturday fundraising 
event on Noy. 28. The museum’s 
gift shop showcased a variety of 
jewelry, books, art prints, pins, 
clothing and other knick-knacks 
perfect for holiday gift-giving. 

The Fullerton Museum Cen- 
ter has been closed to the pub- 
lic as a result of the COVID-19 


pandemic, but visitors can still 
experience the diverse types of 
art available in the shop. 

Local businesses provided 
support for the fundraiser as 
well, with Wine Country Gift 
Basket, Stubriks Steakhouse, 
Two Saucy Broads Pizza and 
Crepes Bonaparte each do- 
nating items for the raffle held 
during the fundraiser. 

All sales during the event sup- 
port the Fullerton Museum Cen- 
ter Association and help fund- 
raise for the museum after it 
suffered temporary defunding 
by the city of Fullerton. The de- 
funding occurred on June 2 after 
a 5-0 vote by the Fullerton City 
Council to adopt the proposed 
2020-21 budget, as reported by 
the Fullerton Observer. 


The new budget cut $305,493 
in operating costs from the muse- 
um, a heavy portion from its usu- 
al budget of around $540,000. 
As a result, the Fullerton Mu- 
seum Center has been holding 
events to gain public interest and 
encourage community members 
to support the museum. 

The museum is an attraction 
for many schools around Fuller- 
ton, hosting tours of their exhib- 
its for local students, art classes, 
music camps and even programs 
outside of the city. A petition 
asking the Fullerton City Coun- 
cil to reconsider their vote to de- 
fund the museum has reached 
over 2,600 signatures since its 
posting earlier this year. 
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Fullerton’s Museum Center gift shop offered a variety of options for holiday presents. (Nathan Davis / Daily Titan) 
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Titans turn out for the 2020 election 


CSUF won the Ballot 
Bowl with a record high 
of registered voters. 


TAMEKA POLAND 
Editor 


NOAH BIESIADA 
Asst. Editor 


Cal State Fullerton won 
the biannual Ballot Bowl 
this year, as it had regis- 
tered the most students 
through its online portal 
of any public California 
university. 

Winning by nearly 1,000 
registered voters, CSUF led 
the pack with 2,716 voters 
and was trailed in a distant 
second by Cal State Long 
Beach with 1,777 voters. 
The race tightened from 
there on, with Cal State 
Sacramento just 10 votes 
behind Long Beach. 

The Ballot Bowl was de- 
veloped to increase reg- 
istration among college 


Orange County residents voted at the Titan Student Union for the 2020 election on Nov. 3. (Diana Jarrah / Daily Titan) 


students, started by a part- 
nership between CA Sec- 
retary of State Alex Padil- 
la, a group of nonprofits 
and Gov. Gavin Newsom, 
when he served as Lt. Gov- 
ernor. His successor, Eleni 
Kounalakis, has continued 
the program. 

Titans Turnout is an ef- 
fort the university created 
a few years ago to promote 
civic engagement on cam- 
pus, said Briana Calleros, 
government affairs special- 
ist for the division of Gov- 
ernment and Community 
Relations, in an email to the 
Daily Titan. 

Calleros added that amid 


virtual instruction, CSUF 
formed a_ cross-campus 
civic engagement work- 


ing group which led the en- 
deavours to register voters, 
share information about the 
election and organize civic 
engagement programs. 

“The work of the civic 


engagement working group 
and its cross-campus col- 
laboration poised California 
State University, Fullerton 
to lead the statewide Ballot 
Bowl Competition, which is 
an incredible success,” Cal- 
leros said. 

The Orange County Reg- 
istrar, the chief office in 
charge of adding up the 
votes for OC, also partnered 
with the university to bring 
a voting center to campus 
at the Titan Student Union 
building again. 

“The Orange County 
Registrar of Voters has a 
longstanding __ relationship 
with CSUF to host voting 
locations, provide speak- 
ing engagements and con- 
duct on-campus outreach. 
We hope to continue this 
partnership with the CSUF 
community in the future,” 
said Jackie Wu, the office’s 
spokesperson. 

The main CSUF campus 
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saw over 1,000 voters drop 
off their ballots in person at 
the TSU on or before Elec- 
tion Day, and the Irvine 
campus saw an additional 
557 voters come in. 
Calleros said both sites 
had clearly defined safety 
protocols from the Califor- 
nia secretary of state’s of- 
fice, which oversees elec- 
tions throughout the state. 
Both locations —_— were 
equipped with cleaning sup- 
plies such as disinfecting 
wipes, hand sanitizer, face 
coverings, gloves and the 
staff were trained to dis- 
infect on a regular basis 
throughout the day. 
“Election workers receive 
safety instructions and 
training to include: cleaning 
and disinfection protocols, 
configuration for physical 
distancing, supplemented 
by traffic flow guidelines 
and placement of physical 
barriers where distancing 


is not possible, behaviors 
required of workers; and 
proper use of protective 
equipment,” Calleros said. 

The CSUF men’s basket- 
ball head coach Dedrique 
Taylor said that the team 
had registered in response 
to the racial unrest and 
social inequality across 
America and the world, ac- 
cording to the CSUF News 
Center. 

At the TSU, the team 
wore Black Lives Matter 
T-shirts to vote while the 
players came together for 
the occasion to cast their 
votes. 

According to Sean Col- 
lins, the interim director 
of Titan Athletics Commu- 
nications, at least 170 stu- 
dent athletes voted, with 
men’s basketball as the 
only team where all 15 
members voted, but track 
and field had the most total 
voters with 66 students. 
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Finance: Students push to increase aid 


CONTINUED FROM | 1 

The disability office pulls 
in 0.8% from that same 
fund dedicated to student 
success. 

While the athletics de- 
partment does not post their 
budget online, a February 
2019 press release put the 
total program at just over 
$19 million. According to 
the 2020 allocation, the de- 
partment will receive nearly 
$5 million this year. 

The Disability Support 
Services’ total budget in 
2019 was $1.2 million, and 
the department is set to take 
in just over $130,000 this 
year. 

Some students _ have 
dropped out from the sup- 
port center entirely, citing 
its limited resources. 

Adelita Gutierrez, a 
fourth-year student, said she 
stopped using the center be- 
cause of the lack of support 
she felt. She raised concerns 


with the center’s comput- 
er lab in the Pollak Library 
having six computers des- 
ignated for over 1,800 DSS 
students, and only four ad- 
justable desks designed for 


physically impaired — stu- 
dents in the library. 
“Outside the library, 


there’s only one of those 
adjustable desks when they 
should have multiple desks,” 
Gutierrez said. 

These problems are only 
expected to get worse with 
the center’s enrollment 
growing by 10-15% every 
year since 2014. 

But, students now have 
a chance to change where 
that money is headed or 
keep it moving in the same 
direction. 

The Student Fee Advi- 
sory Committee controls 
where those funds will be 
set in the coming years and 
a majority of its members 
are students. Seven student 


leaders along with five fac- 
ulty members control where 
the funds land. 

Because the Student Suc- 
cess Initiative fee is a re- 
quired fee for every student, 
any adjustments to the allo- 
cation of these funds must 
be disclosed to the student 
body. This is usually done 
through surveys promoted 
to students. 

“It’s a very very lengthy 
process, but, usually, from 
what I’ve seen in the his- 
torical documents of at 
least our campus, what stu- 
dents end up recommend- 
ing is what is usually what’s 
done,” said Yessica De La 
Torre Roman, coordinator 
for Assessment and Student 
Fee Programs. 

However, during the last 
survey in 2014, less than 
3% of the student body re- 
sponded as to what im- 
provements they wanted to 
see on campus. 


Through an executive or- 
der in the Cal State Univer- 
sity system, once the imple- 
mentation of these funds are 
set, the percentages allocat- 
ed to each program cannot 
be changed for six years, 
which means CSUF’s funds 
are up for grabs starting in 
2021, De La Torre Roman 
said. 

Because a survey must 
be done to make changes to 
these funds, the concern for 
a low response rate to sur- 
veys that was seen in 2014 
may repeat again — espe- 
cially when students are 
learning from home. 

Marcus Reveles, president 
of the Associated Students 
and co-chair of the Student 
Fee Advisory Committee 
that controls the funds, said 
he thinks the university can 
get the word out with ease. 

“T think the university has 
been successful in being 
able to communicate certain 


information when needed. 
I feel like, for example, if 
we’re able to have surveys 
or announcements through 
student portals, through the 
student center when stu- 
dents log in, sending out 
surveys to deans, colleges 
and departments,’ Reveles 
said. 

At the committee’s next 
meeting on Dec. 11, Cas- 
tillo and other members of 
Abled Advocators are aim- 
ing to open the conversa- 
tion about designating more 
funds for Disability Support 
Services. 

“It seems like we’re losing 
our humanity, our morality. 
I want to see more unity on 
this campus,” Castillo said. 
“I don’t want to be a person 
that just went to Cal State 
Fullerton and say “Oh, I just 
went to Cal State Fullerton.’ 
I want to say, ‘I went to Cal 
State Fullerton, my home.’ I 
want to be proud of that.” 


Virus: CSUF could distribute vaccines 


CONTINUED FROM | 1 


As cases continue to 
surge, multiple companies 
have announced news of 
promising COVID-19 vac- 
cines. Pfizer and BioN- 
Tech said the vaccine has a 
95% efficiency rate and the 
Moderna vaccine is 94.5% 
effective. Both vaccines 
are awaiting approval from 
the Food and Drug Admin- 
istration before they can be 
permitted in the country. 

Dr. Anthony Fauci, the 
United States’ top disease 
expert, said Americans can 
expect vaccines to be wide- 
ly available to the public 
sometime between April 
and June. The Trump ad- 
ministration promised 
that COVID-19 vaccines 
will be free for all Amer- 
icans, an effort that Presi- 
dent-Elect Joe Biden also 
plans to ensure. 

With news circulating 
about vaccine distribution, 
CSUF is looking into ways 
to provide a vaccine to 
students. 

“We are cautiously op- 
timistic about the vaccine 
and will work with the Or- 
ange County Department 


of Health on a possible dis- 
tribution process for stu- 
dents,” said Dr. Mary Bec- 
erra, CSUF director of 
health and services, in an 
email to the Daily Titan. 

Becerra said that the uni- 
versity is unsure if it will 
make the vaccine a require- 
ment for new and returning 
students. The chancellor’s 
office, the state’s Depart- 
ment of Health and the 
campus community will 
be involved in making that 
decision, she added. 

CSUF will continue to 
follow all guidelines from 
federal, state and local 
public health agencies as 
more information regard- 
ing vaccines is released, 
Becerra said. As of now, 
it is projected that the vac- 
cine would first be distrib- 
uted to healthcare workers, 
people with medical condi- 
tions and those at age 65 or 
older. 

Even with the uncertain- 
ty of Pfizer and Moderna 
efficacy rates in the real 
world, Ellen Treanor, the 
university’s chief commu- 
nications officer, said she 
remains optimistic about 
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CSUF’s planning for the 
future even with the ups 
and downs and changes 
with COVID-19. 

“The difficulty in plan- 
ning is we put so much ef- 
fort in a plan and it chang- 
es in a day and we are 
forced to start again,” Tre- 
anor said via email. “We 


are committed to shared 
governance and participa- 
tion from faculty, staff and 
students in decision mak- 
ing, that has been difficult 
to find areas of agreement 


fast and constant.” 

Treanor went on to say 
the community has been 
through a long heartache, 
but the news on these two 
vaccines have “been a 
ray of sunshine in a dim 
world.” 

It is unknown when Pfiz- 
er or Moderna will pass 
trials to be given to the 
public, but Pfizer filed for 
an emergency authoriza- 
tion to be reviewed on Dec. 
10. The broadcast can be 
viewed live on Facebook, 


Twitter, Youtube and the 
FDA’s website. 

“We are all anxious to 
get back to the vibrant en- 
ergetic learning communi- 
ty that we all love, and I 
am optimistic that the vac- 
cine will accelerate our re- 
turn,” Treanor said. 

CSUF students who show 
symptoms of COVID-19 or 
who have been exposed to 
the virus can receive free 
testing by scheduling a 
screening with the Student 
Wellness Center. 
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Art: Fundraising to save future exhibits 


CONTINUED FROM | 1 

The museum has origins 
dating back to over 100 
years ago and has been in 
its current location since 
1974. Janet Buzan, a board 
of trustees member for the 
Fullerton Museum Center, 
hopes that funding for the 
museum can return back to 
normal in order to preserve 
the art, culture and commu- 
nity that is promoted. 

“We've been the heart and 
soul of Fullerton for many, 
many years,” Buzan said. 
“We are a board of trustees 


that has raised money spe- 
cifically for the exhibits and 
thoughtful different events 
that bring the community 
together in a gathering spot 
here.” 

Buzan expressed that the 
decision to halt funding for 
the Fullerton Museum Cen- 
ter came very abruptly and 
without ample time to pre- 
pare. This has led the mu- 
seum to turn to its com- 
munity members to ask for 
support through donations, 
volunteering and _ contact- 
ing the city council to voice 


their concerns about the 
defunding. 

Amy Koostad, a fellow 
board of trustees member, 
expresses how the commu- 
nity building and education- 
al opportunities the museum 
promotes are very critical to 
the city and its people. 

“It’s such an import- 
ant part of our communi- 
ty, it joins people togeth- 
er,’ she said. “It provides 
art for the entire communi- 
ty and especially the young 
community.” 


Fullerton Museum Center 


will be hosting another event 
later this year to offer com- 
munity members the chance 
to support the museum. The 
Shopping Soirée will be on 
Dec. 4 and feature discounts 
on holiday gift items sold at 
the museum, food to enjoy 
and a festive atmosphere. 

People who would like 
to support the museum 
financially can _ attend 
events like these, or do- 
nate directly to the Fuller- 
ton Museum Center on its 
website. 

There is no unwelcome 


help, and the support could 
prevent long-term chal- 
lenges for the museum as 
it maneuvers operations 
while being defunded. 

“We did not get ample 
notice that this was hap- 
pening. We were blindsid- 
ed,” Buzan said. “It’s a real 
disappointment because 
the pandemic is not going 
to last forever but the ac- 
tions of the council and 
city manager are going to 
have far-reaching, negative 
impacts on the quality of 
life in our community.” 


Career: Advice from the professionals 


ANTHONY ROBLES 
Staff Writer 


CONTINUED FROM | 1 

A panel of music and en- 
tertainment industry profes- 
sionals shared their advice 
on what it takes to succeed 
in the industry via a Zoom 
video call on Wednesday 
night. The event was part of 
a collaboration between the 
Entertainment and Tourism 
Club and the Music Indus- 
try Club at Cal State Ful- 
lerton to provide a network- 
ing opportunity for students 
who are pursuing a career in 
the music and entertainment 
business. 

The panel included pro- 
ducers, interviewers and 
coordinators currently 
working for widely known 
entertainment companies 
and music labels, including 
iHeartRadio, Soundcloud, 
Universal Music, Capitol 
Records and Sony Music. 
The panelists shared their 
experiences of working in 


the industry while also dis- 
cussing the ups and downs 


of working during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
The pandemic was the 


hot topic of the night as the 
music industry’s future is 
uncertain due to health re- 
strictions that prohibit large 
concerts, which are the 
main source of business for 
both artists and producers. 

Kathryn Huyghue, an 
iHeartRadio associate pro- 
ducer, said that COVID-19 
has forced her and the com- 
pany to get creative with 
ways to interact with fans 
via online resources, includ- 
ing the idea of at-home vir- 
tual concerts. 

“Obviously the music in- 
dustry as a whole has taken 
a huge hit in COVID, with 
iHeart half of our business 
is our events so we've really 
had to find new ways to keep 
those going so whether that 
be at home virtual living 
room concerts, we were one 
of the first to do that early in 
March right when COVID 


was really happening,” Huy- 
ghue said. “It sort of has 
forced us to find new and 
creative ways to digitally 
produce content, which has 
been fun and challenging.” 

While navigating the pan- 
demic has been challeng- 
ing for those in the music 
and entertainment industry, 
some relief can be found 
through technology, as so- 
cial media helps to keep au- 
diences and artists engaged, 
said Sarah Hau, a market- 
ing coordinator for Capitol 
Records. 

“COVID kind of hap- 
pened during a digital cen- 
tric age and while live mu- 
sic is a huge loss, we’ve still 
been able to still have Tik- 
Tok, Instagram, YouTube 
all these ways to be able to 
engage and connect artists 
with fans,” Hau said. 

As the event progressed, 
panelists shifted from 
COVID-19 to their personal 
experiences of working with 
artists and sharing their ad- 
vice to students aspiring to 
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work in the music indus- 
try on what to expect when 
working with them. 

Micheline Medina, an as- 
sociate director for Sony 
Music Latin, shared her per- 
sonal insight on working 
with artists and what skills 
students will need to strive 
in the industry. 

“For artist relations, you 
definitely have to learn how 
to deal with different per- 
sonalities and adapt to every 
situation and what has really 
worked for me is that I don’t 
really look at any problem 
as a problem, I always look 
at every problem has a solu- 
tion and I’m always work- 
ing through what’s next and 
kind of identifying,’ Medina 
said. 

As a project manager it is 
important to be able to adapt 
and fix problems quickly 
without the artist being af- 
fected, Medina said. 

Liam McEwan, celebri- 
ty interviewer and present- 
er, advised attendees that 
the entertainment industry 
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is not easy to break into and 
warned that students will re- 
ceive plenty of rejections. 

“You're going to get a 
lot of no’s, things aren’t al- 
ways going to go your way, 
90% of the time you don’t 
get what you want in the in- 
dustry, those are things that 
you have to look out for and 
learn,” McEwan said. 

The event wrapped with 
attendees breaking into 
smaller breakout Zoom ses- 
sions, which allowed attend- 
ees to network and ask any 
questions they had for indi- 
vidual panelists. 

“When we put on these 
panels and networking ses- 
sions we hope that students 
are able to gain insight and 
valuable knowledge within 
the entertainment industry,” 
Giang said. “Not only that, 
but we also want to create a 
community for students so 
that they’re able to connect 
with each other because who 
knows when and if we'll be 
able to work alongside each 
other in the future.” 
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Game 
EVIE 


Fresh additions to the 
game ascends players 
past experiences. 


y 


BRIAN GARCIA 
Staff Writer 


Season seven of the bat- 
tle-royale video game Apex 
Legends has launched, de- 
veloped by Electronic Arts 
with Respawn Entertainment, 
bringing a plethora of new 
content for players to enjoy. 

Ascension, released on Nov. 
4, brings a multitude of new 
features for both new and re- 
turning players this season. 
A few changes include a new 
map, a new character and two 
new modes of transportation 
that players can use. 

Olympus, the new map, 
is different from what play- 
ers have seen in past seasons. 
The previous two maps, Kings 
Canyon and World Edge, have 
a very natural feel with vari- 
ous biomes, large animals and 
structures that felt abandoned 
and apocalyptic. Olympus, a 
floating city above the planet 
Psamathe, contrasts the other 
maps with a locale donning ar- 
tificial nature, futuristic luxu- 
ry buildings, eye-popping col- 
ors and breathtaking sights. 

The map is beautiful to 
look at and even more fun to 
explore. While the map feels 


Show 
EVIE 


This holiday love story 
bonds two people 
through notes and dares. 


CRYSTAL HENRIQUEZ 
Staff Writer 


The holidays are quickly 
approaching, and what better 
way to get in the spirit than 
by watching Netflix’s brand 
new rom-com series, “Dash 
& Lily.” 

Released on Nov 10, “Dash 
& Lily,’ which is produced 
by Nick Jonas, is a tale of 
two teenagers whose only 
form of communication is 
through a notebook found 
in a book shop in New York 
City. Dash, played by Aus- 
tin Abrams, stumbles upon 
a little red book while shuf- 
fling through the shelves at 
The Strand. In the book, Lily, 
played by Midori Francis, has 
left specific dares, dreams 
and desires for whoever picks 
up her notebook, designed for 
her to hopefully find and get 
to know the love of her life. 

The show is based on the 
young adult novel, “Dash 
& Lily’s Book of Dares” by 
co-authors David Levithan 
and Rachel Cohn. Netflix 
has adapted the book into an 
eight-episode series that was 
released just in time for the 
Christmas season. 

Dash and Lily are both 
misfits who stand out in their 
own ways. Lily doesn’t con- 
nect with people her age and 
keeps her circle small, famil- 
iar and full of older people. 
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New Apex Legends soars 
above fans’ expectations 


(Screenshot / Respawn Entertainment) 


very large with many differ- 
ent places to go, the main ar- 
eas to land and loot are less 
numerous. In past seasons, 
it was common for players to 
land with their squad and be 
all alone. 

Seemingly every game on 
Olympus has multiple squads 
landing in the same place, 
making for instant action right 
off the bat. 

Prior to the newest update, 
there were a total of 14 Leg- 
ends, the name for playable 
characters in the game, each 
with their own unique gad- 
gets and abilities for players to 


utilize on the battlefield. This 
season saw the addition of 
Horizon as the 15th member 
of the roster. 

Horizon is an astrophysicist 
named Dr. Mary Somers. She 
was brought to Olympus to 
help find a solution to an ener- 
gy crisis, discovering a new el- 
ement that she thought was the 
solution to the problem. 

While on a mission to ex- 
tract the miracle element, her 
colleague steals the element 
and traps her in the orbit of a 
black hole. Time moves differ- 
ently around a black hole so 
when Somers finally escapes 


safely, 87 years have passed 
in the normal world, yet she 
hasn’t aged a bit. Her new 
mission is to complete her re- 
search and go back in time to 
the life she missed out on. 

Her background in astro- 
physics and black holes is the 
inspiration behind her abilities 
and equipment. Gravity lift, 
her tactical ability, reverses 
gravity and sends players up 
into the sky. 

Somers’ passive ability 
called Spacewalk uses her suit 
to take away the dazed effects 
of falling from a high altitude. 
Her ultimate ability is called 


black hole and as the name 
implies, is a small black hole 
that draws players in if they 
are close enough, and a grav- 
iton blast finishes them. 

The final exciting additions 
to the game are the two new 
ways to traverse around the 
map. 

A fast-moving three-person 
hover-vehicle called the Tri- 
dent makes for much quick- 
er rotations and adjustments 
in between or during fights. 
The two teammates riding as 
passengers have the ability to 
shoot while moving, giving 
players a tank-like feeling for 
even more mayhem. 

In addition to the Trident, 
there is also a portal called 
the Phase Runner which can 
transport players to three dif- 
ferent parts of the map in- 
stantly. These allow for more 
efficient ways of combat and 
maneuvering the map. 

Overall, Ascension is a very 
enjoyable game. The new ad- 
ditions give Apex Legends a 
fresh feel, yet it stays true to 
the playing style that the game 
has always had. The new up- 
date seems to have sped up the 
time between fights as well as 
the frequency of fights, result- 
ing in more action than be- 
fore. For both new players or a 
long-time fans, Apex Legends 
season seven has a lot to offer 
for a fun experience. 


‘Dash and Lily’ takes viewers through 


a page-by-page Christmas romance 


She has an old soul, listens 
to Joni Mitchell and doesn’t 
go out much like other teen- 
agers. Oh, and she’s obsessed 
with Christmas. 

Dash, on the other hand, 
has his fair share of lone- 
ly Christmases as his father 
usually abandons him on the 
holiday, which ultimately 
makes him a bit of a grinch. 
He’s a rather cynical and 
standoffish teen who is used 
to solo nights at home. Dash 
isn’t as carefree as Lily is, 
which makes the show inter- 
esting as one would quickly 
assume that the two would be 
quite incompatible. 

However, loneliness strikes 
and Lily wishes for a special 
someone to spend the hol- 
idays with. Her brother in- 
spires her to fill one of her 
notebooks with questions 
and dares to be answered by 
whoever finds it at their lo- 
cal bookstore. Dash is the 
first to find the book and ac- 
cepts Lily’s challenges. As 
the show progresses, the two 
continue correspondence by 
trading the book off at differ- 
ent parts of the city, without 
ever meeting. 

“IT have to confess, you in- 
trigue me,” writes Dash in a 
note to Lily at the beginning 
of their whirlwind romance. 

It may seem like just an- 
other cheesy rom-com, but it 
does have nuances that dis- 
tinguish it from other se- 
ries. Rather than focusing 
on physical attraction like 
most movies and shows do, 
this series decides to focus 


on the strong power that an 
emotional and personal con- 
nection holds. Dash and Lily 
truly get to know one another 
through their words as they 
begin to reveal their fears, fa- 
vorite things and beliefs. 
Although the two appear 
to be rather different, the 
more they learn about each 
other, the more alike they 
truly are. Dash and Lily ex- 
plore one another’s past trau- 
mas. They push each oth- 
er outside of their comfort 
zones. They bond through 
unique tastes in music, books 
and movies. It’s possible that 
if they initially met face to 
face, they would have made 
brisk assumptions about the 
other and maybe not have 
given each other a chance. 


The show demonstrates a 
different approach to a mod- 
ern love story. Dash and Lily 
build a trusting connection 
without ever needing social 
media, knowing each _ oth- 
er’s names or ever meeting. 
Sure, there are some cringey 
moments throughout the se- 
ries, but what romantic com- 
edy doesn’t have its cheesy, 
over-the-top moments? Over- 
all, it’s nice to see two strang- 
ers get to know each other in 
such an unconventional way, 
at perhaps the most chaotic 
time of the year. 

Some critics say that Dash 
and Lily’s compatibility 
didn’t make any sense and 
upon meeting face to face, 
the magic disappears. Others 
say the fun is all in the chase 


and mystery of not knowing 
each other’s appearance, and 
therefore find it hard to be- 
lieve that Dash would actual- 
ly be interested in Lily after 
meeting her. 

This highlights a problem 
in society in which so many 
people pay more attention to 
physical traits and appear- 
ances, rather than focusing 
on establishing emotional 
foundations which make a re- 
lationship truly special. 

In the end, the show of- 
fers a fun and reinvigorat- 
ing take on young romance. 
If you find yourself search- 
ing for something new and 
heartwarming to watch this 
holiday season, consider 
“Dash & Lily.” Only if you 
dare, of course. 
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Opener: Titan Athletics return to 
action since March absence 


CONTINUED FROM | 1 

“They sped us up tonight, 
made us play faster? Harada 
said. “But, we got to do a better 
job taking care of the past bas- 
ketball. It’s the unforced turn- 
overs that I was upset with more 
so than anything else.” 

CSUF started the game in 
rhythm, as the Titans knocked 
down their first four shots to 
build a five-point lead, some- 
thing that Harada said was a 
positive takeaway from Fri- 
day. Not long after, the Bruins 
took a four-minute lead as part 
of a 19-0 run, and held onto it 
for the rest of the way. The Ti- 
tans shot 34% from the field and 
23% from the 3-point line, while 
UCLA shot 49% from the floor 
and made 35% of its 3-point- 
ers against a team that only let 
38.3% of its opponents’ shots go 
in last year. 

The Bruins were also dis- 
ciplined on defense, as CSUF 
did not attempt a free throw un- 
til close to two minutes into the 
third quarter. The Titans finished 
with 14 attempted free throws 
and made 10 of them. On the 
other side, UCLA went 22-for-32 
from the free-throw line. 

UCLA sophomore = guard 
Charisma Osborne scored a 
game-high 31 points and six 
assists in the win — the sec- 
ond time she has scored over 
30 points in her college career. 


Associated Press preseason 
All-American Michaela On- 
yenwere followed Osborne with 
22 points and had a game-high 
eight rebounds. Junior guard 
Amiee Book led the Titans in 
scoring with 20 points and went 
4-for-8 beyond the 3-point arc. 
Book, the only player to score in 
double-figures on Friday, is the 
team’s top returning scorer after 
guard Raina Perez transferred 
to North Carolina State Univer- 
sity and Taylor Turney opted out 
of the season, as that duo made 
up over 52% of the team’s scor- 
ing last season. Harada said that 
Book played her heart out and 
was glad to see her do well. 

“She left it all on the floor to- 
night. She was just confident,” 
Harada said. “Played a ton of 
minutes guarding an all Amer- 
ican player in Onyenwere, so 
it’s just for her, always really 
proud and happy for her that 
she had a really nice game to- 
night, and she deserves it be- 
cause she works so hard.” 

In addition, CSUF was with- 
out last season’s Big West Hustle 
Player of the Year and all-con- 
ference defensive team member 
Carolyn Gill, who was out with 
a left knee injury. Harada said 
there is no timetable for her re- 
turn, but she’s making progress 
towards coming back to play. De- 
spite not playing, Gill was hand- 
ing out high-fives and cheering 


on teammates, something Hara- 
da said he appreciates. 

“Carolyn’s energy is conta- 
gious and sets the tone for us. 
This team feeds off of it and 
she’s making her presence felt 
despite not being on the court,” 
Harada said. 

UCLA continued to push the 
tempo and force turnovers in the 
first half, leading by as much as 
23 points late in the second quar- 
ter. By halftime, UCLA had 
forced CSUF to commit 12 turn- 
overs and scored 17 points off of 
it. UCLA only committed three 
turnovers in the first 20 minutes 
and CSUF scored no points off 
of those turnovers. 

The Bruins compiled more 
runs in the second half as they 
coasted with 23 points in the 
final quarter to have the near 
50-point win. 

“T really could care less about 
the point differential. But I think 
that we stayed locked in the sec- 
ond half?’ said UCLA head 
coach Cori Close. 

With only cardboard cutouts 
in the seats, pumped-in crowd 
noise was played throughout the 
game, as fans are not allowed 
to attend any Pac-12 games, 
the conference UCLA is in. Al- 
though there were no fans, the 
artificial crowd noise, music 
and masks made it difficult for 
Harada to talk, as he had to pull 
his mask down just to talk to his 
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CSUF guard Amiee Booke looks for a pass against UCLA at Pauley Pavillion 


on Friday. (UCLA Athletics) 


team on the court. 

“To have to wear a mask, it’s 
hard. It’s hard to yell out instruc- 
tions, it’s hard to say stuff. My 
voice is kind of cracked,’ Harada 
said. ““There’s times where even 
yelling as loud as I can through 
the mask isn’t enough, so there’s 
times I gotta take my mask off 
for a quick second just to yell 


instructions, so it’s definitely a 
different feel and it’s gonna be a 
challenge season long.” 

There will be no fans in 
the stands next week as well 
when the Titans return to the 
court in their home opener on 
Wednesday against Universi- 
ty of Nevada, Las Vegas, with 
tipoff set for 5 p.m. 


Sched 


TAMEKA POLAND 
Editor 
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Dan Butterly, Big West con- 
ference commissioner, and his 
staff have been working around 
the clock as they get ready for 
the start of the season. 

With the Cal State Fuller- 
ton men and women’s basket- 
ball season underway, trying 
to schedule non-conference 
games has been a struggle, But- 
terly said. Besides making sure 
there are proper safety mea- 
sures in place, finding out which 
schools are back on campus and 
its availability has been a large 
concern for the Big West and 
college institutions. 

“At least at this point, we’ve 
announced the Big West con- 
ference schedule. So, we’ve got 


ule: Safety is biggest priority 


that moving forward,” Butterly 
said. 

While this is a unique situ- 
ation, the amount of pressure 
the Big West has been under is 
not something that can be taken 
lightly. 

“Every conference in the 
country, every institution in the 
country feels the pinch of col- 
lege basketball starting, and 
trying to figure out testing pro- 
tocols not only for the teams 
for the health and safety and 
welfare of the of the student 
athletes, the coaches, the man- 
agers, the athletic trainers and 
everybody involved, but game 
officials and how they come 
into those mini bubbles on a 
nightly basis to officiate games 
and their protocols,’ Butterly 
said. 

This is the first time that 
officials, players and the 


commissioner has had to deal 
with this type of conference 
scheduling. For Butterly, there 
are sometimes more questions 
than answers. 

“No conference commis- 
sioner, athletic director, senior 
woman administrator or pres- 
ent chancellor has ever dealt 
with a pandemic. How do you 
bring students on campus? And 
what percentage of students 
come on campus, who gets in 
that on-campus learning versus 
off-campus learning?” Butterly 
said. 

While most campuses are 
still continuing with virtual in- 
struction, athletics have been 
able to practice and condition as 
long as teams adhere to proper 
safety measures to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19. 

“Athletic directors are like: 
what teams are on campus? 


Which teams are off-campus? 
Are we playing fall sports, 
spring sports, winter sports? 
And just all the protocols that 
go along with it, they change 
so frequently. Because science 
improves, the testing protocols 
improve and the availability 
testing improves. So, we're get- 
ting safer by the day, but again, 
you're trying to compete during 
a pandemic,” Butterly said. 

While Butterly remains hope- 
ful the season will continue, he 
said his priorities are always the 
safety of the students, athletes, 
coaches and athletic trainers as 
they get ready to start the sea- 
son and protecting them as best 
as possible without going to an 
exclusive bubble system. 

As the CSUF men’s basket- 
ball team was set to play its first 
game back, the team was forced 
to withdraw from the Husky 


Classic after a player tested pos- 
itive for COVID-19. As for the 
women’s team, its game on Nov. 
25 against UCLA was resched- 
uled to Nov. 27 due to prior test- 
ing results not being back on 
time for their game. 

COVID-19 has caused col- 
lege sports to adjust in ways 
never before. The men’s bas- 
ketball team is set to play their 
home opener on Dec. 27 against 
Cal State Northridge, while the 
women’s team is set to have its 
home opener on Dec. 2 against 
UNLY, assuming that there are 
no further delays. 

This season will be a tes- 
tament of how both the Big 
West and college institu- 
tions handle the number of 
games that are played due to 
COVID-19, all while trying 
to maintain the safety of all 
athletes, staff and coaches. 


Running through the pandemic 


CSUF runner Trinity Ruelas 
has found solace through 
the solidarity in the sport. 


CRYSTAL HENRIQUEZ 
Staff Writer 


Trinity Ruelas, a cross coun- 
try and track and field runner, 
is a passionate athlete whose 
season was cut short due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic in the 
spring. 

Aside from being a key run- 
ner for the Titans, Ruelas is a 
fourth year double majoring 
in dance and public relations. 
For Ruelas, the transition of 
her classes to a virtual setting 
was simple, and she said that 
she handled her workload bet- 
ter. However, her dance class- 
es hold a different story. 

“The actual physical 


dancing classes were real- 
ly hard because we’d have 
to make a space for us to be 
able to move at home and 
hold ourselves accountable 
because we're not in per- 
son,” she said. 

The lack of face-to-face cri- 
tique was a harder adjustment, 
but she said she is grateful that 
some dance studios in Cali- 
fornia are starting to reopen. 
While online learning has 
brought some challenges for 
Ruelas, she said she is thank- 
ful for social media for allow- 
ing her to stay connected to 
the campus groups she loves, 
such as the CSUF Dance As- 
sociation and other College of 
Communications groups. 

Without the track or cross 
country season, Ruelas said 
she has found that staying in 
touch with her teammates 


created accountability to moti- 
vate one another. Some in-per- 
son practices have been held 
for the team, but Ruelas said 
she opted out in order to focus 
on academics. 

Ruelas has had a success- 
ful running career at CSUF 
thus far. In 2019, she broke 
the school’s indoor 3K record 
and in that same season was a 
member of the distance med- 
ley team, which broke anoth- 
er school record of 11:41:06. 
During the 2019 outdoor sea- 
son, she broke the school’s 
5K record with a time of 
16:32:56 and has competed in 
both the Big West champion- 
ship and the NCAA Division 
I West Region Cross Country 
Championship. 

Hoping to have a season this 
spring, training at home has 
been going well for Ruelas, as 


she finds joy from running in 
solitude, she said. 

“T admit some days are real- 
ly hard just because you wake 
up and are like ‘I don’t want to 
do this,” she said. “But I think 
just setting goals, long-term 
goals for myself, for when 
we can compete has been a 
big motivator in keeping me 
rounded, and helping me stay 
motivated, and focusing on 
what I need to do so that when 
we finally do get to compete, I 
will be ready, and me and my 
team will be ready as well.” 

Still missing the team cama- 
raderie that is formed through 
everyday practices, Ruelas 
said she looks forward to the 
day the team can come back 
together. She said she does 
have concerns about returning 
amidst a pandemic, but know- 
ing that she and her team will 


be taking the necessary health 
and safety measures helps to 
relieve her stress. 

“Honestly everyone’s just 
been dying to just go back 
to competing again, so we'll 
take all the precautions so 
we can ensure that we can 
all do that when the time 
comes,” Ruelas said. 

She emphasized the im- 
portance of taking things one 
day at a time and one task at 
a time. Everything may be 
overwhelming right now, but 
Ruelas said it’s important to 
stay mindful and focus on 
what you can do in the current 
moment. 

“We're all in the same 
boat and this is a lot to han- 
dle right now, so do what you 
can to alleviate the stresses of 
school and other events going 
on in the world,” she said. 
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Cooking with a Titan Live! 
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Cozy With Coffee 
DAILY GTITAN 
H It’s getting cold 
Cory wiih outside! Grab a 
Coffee cup of hot coffee 
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(or tea) and settle in 
while swaying along 
to some chilly day 
listens. 
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Follow @thedailytitan on 
Instagram to contrib- 
ute to 


Where’s Tuffy is now online! Follow @thedailytitan 
on Instagram to take part in the elephantastic 
scavenger hunt! 
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Stephanie Vargas 


Steph is a cool cat 
currently majoring 

in Graphic Design 
and deserves Titan 

of the Week because 
she is such a homie. 
She's a hard worker 
and super creative 
individual who always 
knows what's up. Plus 
she has dope music 
tastes. Love ya steph! 


Want to nominate for Titan 
of the Week or submit art 
ora poem? 


Scan the QR code or 
Visit https://forms.gle/ 
Co1f93M7TFdGJeMn6 


CHANGE 


Who you are is Shifhag 
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H O RO S C O P E WRITTEN by Stepheny Gehrig 


RI 
ES 

(Mar. 21- 

Apr. 19) 


AU 
RUS 


(Apr. 20- 
May 20) 


EM 
INI 


(May 21- 
Jun. 20) 


AN 
CER 


(Jun. 21- 
Jul. 22) 


| £0 


(Jul. 23- 
Aug. 22) 


IR 
GO 


This week will bring you an 
abundance of joy and love. 
The week is filled with people 
exceeding your expectations 
- even yourself. This week 
will bring about a major shift 
in your mood that will last for 
a while. Enjoy this time. 


Creativity is your jam _ this 
week! You'll be faced with an 
abundance of artistic ideas 
that you'll find joy in pursuing. 
Use this artistic opportunity to 
let your emotions flow, and 
use it to express your feelings. 


This week is all about change 
for you. It may be within 
your friend group, classes or 
your environment; change is 
in the air. Go with whatever 
this week throws at you, and 
use this as an opportunity to 
learn how to adapt. 


This week will hit you with 

a bout of drowsiness. You'll 
find it so much easier to 
procrastinate on your work, 
or just not even do it. Maybe 
changing up your daily 
routine will help you and give 
you a change of pace. 


Hold on to your own morals 
and standards. This week 
may bring you many trials 
that test where you stand, 
keep in mind to look over 
and think about what you’d 
want to change and for what 
reasons. 


All your needs should be 
met, this week! Although 
you might not be aware of 


(Sep 23- 
Oct. 22) 


(Oct. 23- 
Nov. 21) 


(Nov. 22- 
Dec. 21) 


(Dec. 22- 
Jan. 19) 


(Jan. 20- 
Feb. 18) 


CES 


Although you've been 
delayed by an overwhelming 
amount of no motivation, 

this week will be your saving 
grace. You'll be bombarded 
with drive and motivation to 
complete projects and start 
on new work. 


RA 


You might feel as if you 
don’t know your friends’ true 
identity, this week. However, 
being able to communicate 
this frustration will allow 
you to explore why you are 
feeling this way. 


COR 
PIO 


You might be feeling 
unstable in your romantic 
relationships, this week. 
Keep in mind that 
relationships are a two 
person game; if something 
isn’t working for one person, 
voice what the issue is. 


AGITT 
ARIUS 


This week, you might 
feel like your judgment 
is cloudy. Don’t rush into 
decisions. Take some 
time and think about what 
you really want, the possible 
outcomes and try talking it 
over with trusted people. 


APRI 
CORN 


QU A shift in attitude is in 
store for this week. The 
RIUS new planetary alignment 
has brought you a new 
sense of confidence and 
a positive change on your 
outlook. 


This week, you'll find a new 
sense of independence. Take 
time to yourself to harness 


IS 


(Aug. 23- what you need, the universe (Feb. 19- that new individualism as it 
Sep. 22) will provide it for you in the Mar. 2 is an uncharted territory for 
upcoming week. Even if it’s you. It’s your time to shine. 
something that you think you 
don’t want. 
Wendy's 


is also ¢99! 


Wendy's is the only fast food place where you 
can order a baked potato. Get yourself a baked 
potato with sour cream and bacon bits for $3 for a 


cheaper way to stay away from all that fried food. 
But if you're craving something with more finesse than a potato, a 4-piece 
chicken nugget is only ¢99. Plus, if you feel like splurging on a Frosty, a small 


hacks? 
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Biden’s win is a monumental turning point 


After Trump's term, the 
change brings hope for 


marginalized communties. 


CRYSTAL HENRIQUEZ 
Staff Writer 


Joe Biden was declared the 
new president-elect on the 
morning of Nov. 7 — a Sat- 
urday that millions of Amer- 
icans will never forget. After 
the Associated Press called 
for Biden’s victory in Penn- 
sylvania, which helped him 
secure the 270 electoral votes 
needed to win the election, 
celebrations erupted across 
the country. 

Champagne was popped, 
fireworks lit up the sky and 
some even danced in the 
streets. Across America, 
many people were coming to- 
gether in ways that we have 
rarely seen in the past four 
years. 

This win comes after years 
of ethnic groups being un- 
dermined by President Don- 
ald Trump and his adminis- 
tration. In his four-year term, 
Trump has rolled back pro- 
tections and created new rules 
that suppress the rights of 
marginalized groups in the 
country. 

Some people express valid 
fears with all the celebration 


and rejoice that is occur- 
ring after the election re- 
sults. There are concerns 
that Americans will not 
hold Biden and Vice Presi- 
dent-elect Kamala Harris ac- 
countable during their time in 
office now that Trump is soon 
to be out of office. 

It’s understandable to have 
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these concerns, but rather 
than causing discourse with 
someone on social media for 
celebrating a historic win and 
adding to the division that has 
been occurring for the past 
four years, we must under- 
stand one’s reason to celebrate 
and unite to fight for a better 
future for each other. 


It’s safe to say that mil- 
lions of Americans have been 
living in fear and insecurity 
for the past few years, never 
knowing what executive or- 
der would be enacted to strip 
them of more basic human 
rights. With Biden’s victory, 
many Americans have finally 
seen a glimpse of hope. These 
groups that have been target- 
ed and suppressed by the gov- 
ernment for years can finally 
sigh in relief as Biden promis- 
es to instill unity in our nation 
once again. 

Biden is nowhere near per- 
fect, however he has shown 
to care more about citizen’s 
well-being than our 45th pres- 
ident ever did. People have 
hope. They believe that for the 
first time in a while, progres- 
sive changes will come. 

This does not mean that 
Americans are letting go of 
the reigns. We all have a duty 
to ensure that these positive 
changes do come. 

Many people have immedi- 
ately called out and shunned 
those who are thrilled about 
Biden and Harris’ win, in an 
attempt to seemingly dimin- 
ish the hardships of marginal- 
ized groups. 

Blacks, Hispanics, wom- 
en, LGBTQ and other groups 
that have been belittled by 
Trump took to the streets in 


record numbers to ensure 
he would not win a second 
term. It’s important to remem- 
ber all the injustices these 
groups have experienced un- 
der Trump. These individu- 
als are rejoicing because their 
human rights are no longer in 
question. 

For many, the new presi- 
dent-elect may not have been 
their top choice, but the re- 
lief is simply in the fact that 
Trump will no longer be giv- 
en such power again. They 
have been alleviated of such 
daily trepidation, and _ their 
celebrations in no way mean 
their fight is over. It has just 
begun. 

Much of America has let 
out a deep sigh of relief, but 
the damage of the past four 
years will take months, if not 
years to reverse.It’s a time 
for unity and understand- 
ing of the pain some peo- 
ple have endured. Instead of 
turning on one another, we 
must raise these concerns to 
our new administration. We 
as the people must always 
remind them of our needs, 
anxieties and other universal 
issues. We must continue to 
hold them accountable in or- 
der to strengthen our democ- 
racy. We must take back our 
voices in order to secure a 
safer place for all of us. 


Child: The pandemic taught me patience 


TIFFANY MALONEY-RAMES 
Staff Writer 


CONTINUED FROM | 1 

My 8-year-old conspicuously 
but silently army crawls across 
the carpet. I glance to the side of 
my laptop as casually as possible 
to avoid an inevitable distraction. 
With a slight grunt, she drags her 
body past the glider I’m sitting in 
and disappears. 

I turn my attention back to 
the Zoom meeting on-screen. In 
the small video window featur- 
ing my face, a blonde shock of 
hair slowly rises from behind the 
chair, followed by a pair of cu- 
rious eyes. She sneaks a speedy 
wave to the camera and ducks 
out of sight. I completely miss a 
chunk of the conversation, and, 
of course, it’s my turn to ask a 
question. 

The COVID-19 pandemic 
brought many challenges like 
time management and distanced 
learning. A month after I gave 
birth to my second child, that’s 
when it hit the hardest. 

I had already planned a se- 
mester of fully online classes 
that made it possible to continue 
the spring 2020 semester while 
on maternity leave from work. 
All went according to plan until 
my daughter’s elementary school 
abruptly closed on March 12. 

Suddenly, I had my own class- 
es, a second grader’s schoolwork 
and a one-month-old baby to jug- 
gle. In the beginning, we took it 
slow and didn’t do any elementa- 
ry school work for a week. Once 
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my daughter’s school closed, the 
lack of structure and guidance 
was the greatest obstacle. 

I was left to my own devices 
to schedule her learning, not at 
all prepared for how time-con- 
suming and harrowing it would 
be. We both cried over basic 
arithmetic but found joy in read- 
ing, language and taking care of 
the baby. 

Despite the difficulties, I have 
gained wisdom from the pan- 
demic. The first lesson I learned 
was that it’s not necessary to drill 
my daughter in traditional meth- 
ods or topics. Cooking became a 
useful tool for teaching practical 
skills and introducing fractions 
while drawing with chalk out- 
side on the cement helped her re- 
member details of the solar sys- 
tem. As long as she was engaged 
for a few hours a day, “school” 
was a Success. 

I realized the importance 
of scheduling my leisure time. 
Luckily, the transition for my 
classes was nonexistent since 
they were all online already. De- 
spite virtual schooling, this se- 
mester has been more demand- 
ing of my schedule. 

Lesson number two: find a 
consistently quiet space for on- 
line meetings. I need to be on 
Zoom at certain times, which 
can be difficult to coordinate be- 
tween a 40-hour work week and 
kids at home. I have been able 
to complete the last few classes 
for graduation and maintain a 
full-time work schedule. How- 
ever, finding a quiet moment for 
Zoom calls has proven to be the 


most challenging. We live in a 
one-bedroom apartment at the 
moment, the bedroom belongs 
to my daughter and the common 
area is always boisterous. My 
quiet space has become a corner 
of my daughter’s bedroom. 

My boyfriend entertains the 
kids in the living room while I 
meet on Zoom. Yet, at times, 
my daughter, who cannot re- 
sist a camera, finds her way 
into the bedroom to ‘get her 
skateboard’ 

Pandemic 


lesson number 


three: communicate with my 
family when and where I will 
be on Zoom and what I expect 
from my daughter during these 
times. 

After the  stress-filled les- 
sons brought on by the spring 


2020 semester, this fall has been 
a breeze by comparison. My 
daughter is now attending school 
two to three days a week and 
tunes in to Zoom from our fam- 
ily friend’s home-based daycare 
that reopened in the summer. 

I squeeze in interviews, Zoom 
calls and homework time during 
my work break, on weekends 
and after the kids are asleep. My 
boyfriend has been instrumen- 
tal in tending to the baby when 
I have to take a test or be in a 
meeting. It’s not all sunshine and 
rainbows but through loving sup- 
port, we are successful, together 
as a team. 

Through this whole experi- 
ence, I learned the need to love 
myself and my family through 
the process. This pandemic and 
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the wreckage of its path affects 
everyone in the world. 

If I find myself losing pa- 
tience, I look inward and see 
what I am missing from my life, 
what normalcy can be restored 
and how. Perhaps I need a mo- 
ment alone or a walk. If my chil- 
dren are acting out or having 
trouble focusing, they are try- 
ing to express an emotion they 
may not have words for. I have 
learned to be tender with my 
family and myself. 

It’s imperative to love each 
other and be kind through 
this time of chaos and incon- 
sistent change. No one is ex- 
pected to fend for themselves. 
The way to succeed and 
thrive is to show support, em- 
pathy and kindness. 
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